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TROPICAL CYCLONE VERONICA — PILBARA 

Statement by Member for Pilbara 

MR K.J.J. MICHEL (Pilbara) [12.52 pm]: I rise today to express my gratitude for our resilient Pilbara 
communities who worked together to prepare for ex–tropical cyclone Veronica. I thank our local State Emergency 
Service staff and volunteers, police, local governments, and the Pilbara Regiment for their diligence and leadership. 
I thank our local businesses and retailers who donated time and resources to the most vulnerable, our hospital staff, 
the Horizon Power crew, mining and resource workers, state government department workers and all emergency 
service volunteers who worked while separated from their loved ones, and our local residents, who looked after 
each other and followed Department of Fire and Emergency Services advice to stay indoors while enduring cabin 
fever during the red alert. Our Pilbara communities proved that our spirit does not dampen when faced with the 
threat of destruction. A special congratulations go to the families of five babies delivered during the cyclone—
four at Hedland Health Campus, and one at Karratha Health Campus. 

People are still suffering from the consequences of this cyclone, especially the pastoralists. It is disgraceful to hear 
about the burglaries that occurred during the cyclone. That is not what our Pilbara should represent. The threat of 
cyclones is a big part of living in the north west, and I believe our community spirit in the face of these events 
demonstrates why we all call the Pilbara home. 

I thank Premier Mark McGowan; Minister for Emergency Services, Fran Logan; and DFES Commissioner 
Darren Klemm for joining me last week to personally assess the damage and congratulate our local Pilbara 
emergency services teams, local governments, and everyone involved. 

As I speak, a tropical low that has the potential to develop into another cyclone is developing near Darwin and 
could hit the Pilbara coast. 
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